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Hamilton Innovator 
Mr. Pfeiffer, Principal 

Mr. Fuller, Assistant Principal 

Mrs. MacDonald, School Administration Manager, 21st Century Site Coordinator 
 
Here’s What’s Happening Around Hamilton! 
 

Kindergarten- In Kindergarten, we have been learning all about gravity! We 
are excited to start our Humpty Dumpty Challenge! We will be designing and 
building a safe structure for Humpty. We will be testing our designs from various 
heights to ensure Humpty stays safe during his fall. We will continue to explore 
gravity by building a class roller coaster! Please keep practicing our Sight Words 
list every night so we will become fluent readers! 
 

First Grade- First grade engineers are excited to begin our Necessities of Life 
unit! Students will be challenged to design and create a shelter to protect a 
dog named Penny from the sun. In math, we are learning place value and 
expanding our knowledge of numbers to 120. We are developing our ability to 
decode words to increase reading fluency. Please continue practicing the 
phonics patterns in the weekly spelling homework and read with your child.  
 

Second Grade- Welcome back! Second graders will be starting our next 
Engineering Design Process to create and improve windmills. This project is to 
support students’ understanding of wind and investigate how air exists all 
around us. In math, students will be starting geometry. Please continue to 
practice addition and subtraction problems at home. We appreciate your 
support and we hope that you had a wonderful winter break. 
 

Third Grade- Welcome back! We are excited to kick off the new year! Last 
month our students were busy learning all about light. Students worked together 
to explore how light travels and reflects. They used the Engineering Design 
Process to create their very own Light Maze! This month, students will be 
investigating the sun’s light and heat. They will be challenged to design and 
create a solar oven. What will they heat up inside? You will have to wait and 
see! Please continue having your child read each night for 20 minutes! 
 

Fourth Grade-  Fourth grade has a very busy January. We will be busy 
preparing for the upcoming FSA tests. In ELA, students will be concentrating on 
writing; how to write an introduction, conclusion and writing paragraphs. In 
math, we will be adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing fractions. Science 
is particularly interesting in January, as we will be studying rocks and minerals. 
Students will learn what the three types of rocks are, how they are formed, and 
how to categorize them by hardness. Please check your child’s planner or the 
stream in the on-line classroom for important information. 

Fifth Grade- 5th grade will be jumping right back into fun, hands-on learning  
when we come back from winter break! In math, we will be dividing whole 
numbers and decimals using base ten blocks and various place value 
strategies. In our PRIMES math classes, we will be starting to piece together 
fractions and use strategies to add and subtract them. In science, we will 
explore the science behind weather and climate as well as the process of the 
water cycle. We are getting ready for FSA reading and writing by focusing on 
individualized writing small group centers. Students will be working through the 
writing process, planning, writing introductions/conclusions, identifying points 
and evidence and writing complete paragraphs. 

     

 
 

Upcoming Events 
January 12 

Picture Retakes, Say Cheese! 

January 18 

   No School 

January 19 

   5th Grade In-house Field Trip 

January 26 

   Magnet Virtual Expo 

January 28 

SAC Meeting 6PM 
APTT #2 Virtual Event 

February 15 

No School 

February 18    
FSA Parent Night 

February 19    
FSA Parent Workshop 

February 25    
E4- Epic Engineering Experience! 6PM 

 
 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

Congratulations  
to 5th Grader, 
Robbie Guernsey, for  
being named SERTOMA 
Student of the Month 
for November.  Robbie 
earned a plaque, hat,  
and a $50.00 check for                     for 
being a super student!  
Way to go, Robbie! 
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News and Notes 
School Hours Reminder 
Hamilton reminds families that the learning begins promptly at 8:35 AM. We have 
had a steady increase in the number of tardy students in the mornings.  Please note, 
if a student is tardy, a parent MUST sign in the student in the front office. Breakfast is 
only served from 8:05-8:35 AM.  Parents, be here by 3:05 PM to pick up your child 
(2:05 PM on Wednesdays).   
 

 

Celebrate Literacy Week January 25-29  
Humanity Tells a Story; What’s Your Chapter? 
 

We are very excited to announce our upcoming CELEBRATE LITERACY week in 
January.  The theme this year is “Humanity Tells a Story; What’s Your Chapter?  This is 
a very special week for our students as they will participate in many additional 
reading activities to increase their love of reading.  More information to come.  Until 
then, continue to READ, READ, READ 😊  
 

 

Robotics Spotlight 
 
 
 
 

Computer Science Education Week is an annual program dedicated to inspiring K-
12 students to take interest in computer science.  During this week students around 
the nation celebrated by participating in Hour of Code.  I am proud to announce, 
as a school, Hamilton Innovators coded a total of 63,815 minutes of code!!   It was 
great to see the excitement on our students faces as they shared their stories of 
what they had learned to code. The good news is coding doesn't need to be put 
on the shelf until next year  because Hour of Code week has ended. Coding is 
something students can do anytime.  At home, school, or on their devices students 
can log on to Code.org/learn or use their portal login to try out new computer 
coding adventures!   
 

 

Title I Information 
 

Families, we hope to “see” you at our virtual APTT #2 event on January 28.  You will 
receive new strategies to help your child at home in both reading and math. Books 
and materials will be sent home with your child.  More information to follow.  
 
 
 

Magnet Update 
 

Hamilton will be highlighted in the upcoming SCPS Magnet School Virtual Expo on 
January 26th.  Interested parents and community members will be able to see 
engineering presentations, robotics demonstrations, and take a virtual tour of our 
beautiful campus!  
 
Next month we will be showcasing our school’s engineering curriculum at our 
annual E⁴ Epic Engineering Extravaganza Event on February 25th.  Students will be showcasing their engineering designs as 
well as the opportunity to compete in additional STEM challenges.  You won’t want to miss this engineering expo! 
 
 

Elementary application period for incoming Kindergarten students for 2021-2022 school year is open now until March 1st. All 
families must apply to attend Hamilton, even if you have siblings that already attend our school. Visit the following site to 
learn more: https://www.scps.k12.fl.us/district/departments/choices/ 
 
 

Parent Corner 
 

December report cards were posted to Skyward Family Access on December 22nd.  Make sure to review your child’s 
progress.  If you have not yet scheduled a conference with your child’s teacher, please do so. 
 
Any interested parents in joining Hamilton’s PTA, please contact Jania Fuller at HamiltonPTAFL@gmail.com.  Hamilton PTA 
now has a Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TheHamiltonPTA or visit their website for additional PTA Information: 
www.HamiltonElementaryPTA.org.  
 

 

Recent Highlights 
#Hamiltonreads 

Our Kindergarten - 3rd graders 
loved their new snuggly friends 
that PetSmart so generously 
donated! We hope they 
enjoyed sharing a book with 
their new furry friends! 

 

  Want to see more highlights? 
Have you “liked us” on 
Facebook? 
https://www.facebook.com/hamiltonelem/ 
 

Are you “following us” on 
Twitter?  @hamiltonengtech     
 

Have you checked out our 
website lately? 
www.hamilton.scps.k12.fl.us 
 


